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Elephant ears are heavy feeders; fertilize them with a fertilizer high in nitrogen. Elephant ear plants are tropical but can be
overwintered in cold climates. Just dig up the corms and keep them in a cool, but not freezing basement or garage, as you
would store canna bulbs. During this period of dormancy, make sure the corms neither rot nor totally dry out. Replant in
spring when danger of frost has passed.

Colorful Cultivars of Elephant Ear Plants:

Besides the "Black Magic" cultivar mentioned above, other cultivars of elephant ears have made a name for themselves for
the striking colors of their foliage. Colocasia esculenta 'Jet Black Wonder,' for instance, has a white veining pattern that
stands out sharply against its black background. Meanwhile, Colocasia esculenta 'Yellow Splash' has a variegated leaf,
making it look rather like the pothos plant so widely used as a houseplant.

Name Origin of Colocasia Esculenta:

Elephant ears' species name, esculentia, is the same term that gives us "esculent," meaning edible. Indeed, elephant ears
are an important food source around the world, in warm climates (for more, see below).

Elephant Ears and Edible Landscaping -- Taro Root:

For those of us interested in the ornamental value of Colocasia esculenta, the common name, "elephant ears" is apt, since
we are impressed with the size of its leaves. But those with a culinary bent think of the plant as "taro" or "coco yam," in
which case the focus is usually on its root, or corm.

According to Wilfred Lee ("Ethnobotanical Leaflets," Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 1999), "Taro constituted the
staff of life for the Hawaiians when Captain Cook arrived in the islands in 1778. At that time an estimated three hundred
thousand people in the islands lived chiefly on poi (a fermented or unfermented taro paste), sweet potato, fish, seaweed,
and a few green vegetables and fruits."

Nonetheless, all parts of elephant ear plants can upset the stomach if ingested without being properly cooked first. The
sap, moreover, can be a skin-irritant.
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